136       EUROPEANS   IN  WEST  AFRICA,   1450-1560

passage when the time comes, and to fulfil and keep this letter
as is contained herein; and he shall swear in my chancery on
the holy gospels well and truly to serve the said factory. Dom-
jngos Payua made this, on 29 December in the year of the birth
of Our Lord Jesus Christ 1531.

The king

51. KING JOHN III TO THE COUNT OF CASTANHEIRA. 28
JANUARY 1533'.
Count and friend. I the king send you greetings. You are well
aware that Christovam Bramdan wishes to rent the fourths and
twentieths of the island of Samtiaguo do Cabo Verde, with
reference to which he made some observations which go with
this to you. Because the renting of them may be effected to
more advantage there, since there are persons there who are
making offers in this matter, I strongly recommend you to ex-
amine the said observations and to listen to the said Christovam
Brandao concerning them, and to ascertain whether there is any-
body else there who may wish to take a share in this, to com-
mand the said lease to be publicly proclaimed and to let it be
auctioned to him who gives most for it and as seems best to
you; because what you do in this matter I shall regard as well
done, and as such I shall command it to be firmly and effectively
obeyed, as if it had been appointed by me. Pero Amrriquez
made this, in Evora, on 28 January 1533. J, Fernam d'Alvarez
caused this to be made.
The king
To the Count of Castanheira, about the fourths and twentieths
of the island of Samtiago, which Christovam Brandao desires
to rent; if they are auctioned there to someone who offers more
for them, your highness will regard this as well done and will
command it to be observed.
[On the reverse] By the king.
To dom Amtonio d'Ataide, Count of Castanheira, chancellor
of the royal exchequer.
' Ford, pp. 8o-j. Translated.